Alfonso Susanna is Director of the Botanic Institute of Barcelona, Spain. He and Dr. Núria Garcia-Jacas specialize in molecular systematics in Asteraceae. As visiting scientists at Washington State University, Pullman, Washington, 1994 -1995 1999) . All three books were written by women who, with their husbands, forsook the comforts of modern life to dwell close to nature and to write accounts of the joys and challenges of their relationship to the land. I strongly recommend all three to anyone who, like me, has ever dreamed of doing the same.
Evelyn divides her book into five parts. The first, "The Setting," describes the couple's work on their twenty-one acres of cut-over Coast Range hillside seventeen miles south of Eugene while still living in their home near the University of Oregon. Following that introduction, like Driftwood Valley, the book is arranged by seasons: Spring, Summer, Autumn, Winter. As Evelyn states in her Preface, " … each section records events and musings occurring in the specified season from any of the fifteen years 1992 to 2007."
The reader of Evelyn's account of their lives in the woods will marvel at the tenacity of the couple as they developed a plant nursery in the raw clear-cut environment. Living in a travel trailer with two dogs and a cat but no electricity or indoor plumbing proved a challenge even in summer, yet Evelyn clearly remained enthusiastic and enchanted with their simple life. As the reader will note, she even used an outdoor garbage can as a bathtub.
As Evelyn writes, she and her husband "… said good-bye to telephones, television, and electrical appliances …We would make do." Early on they dug a pond for irrigation. cover features Evelyn herself sitting beside the pond. After moving from Eugene to their acreage, their earliest plantings were twelve hundred blueberries of six varieties, followed by beds of lavender, rosemary, and various sages. At one point they spread "topsoil" and were rewarded with thousands of Canada thistles! Philosophically Evelyn writes, "We were frustrated by all our ignorance and missteps, but undaunted." I was delighted by Evelyn's story of living, working and developing a viable native plant nursery on the cut-over Oregon land, and I recommend To the Woods to any reader with a sense of adventure and a love of nature, gardening, and good writing.
- This book explores a fascinating natural feature in our neighbor state to the north (Washington): a place called Wallula, where the Columbia River turns around to flow west. Shortly afterwards it forms the northern boundary of Oregon. With its relatively barren landscape, impounded water and paper mill, most of us probably zoom right by without a second thought when we happen to be traveling through this area. However, as Kareen pointed out in her article, the more we know, the more we see. The book is amply illustrated with beautiful photographs of places you'll want to see firsthand. If you get the book, you may go out of your way to visit Wallula, which means, among other things, "a small stream running into a larger one," that is, where the Walla Walla River merges into the Columbia River.
-Cindy Roché, Siskiyou Chapter
